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100 Years of the BBC - The Birth of Radio in Britain 

 

Workshop Objectives 

2022 marks one hundred years since the start of the BBC. The BBC is our oldest national 

broadcaster, but in the early days it wasn’t always easy to appeal to the whole country. In this 

workshop, we will explore what radio looked and sounded like a century ago: who were the 

people that broadcast? What did they broadcast about? By the end of the workshop, we will 

collaborate in performing our own very own early radio 'broadcast', based on original 

historical materials from the period. 

The workshop consists of a series of short introductions to the history of the BBC in the 

1920s and 1930s and includes three activities for students to perform. Brief descriptions of 

each activity and any required materials are included below. Two activity sheets, for activities 

2 and 3, are available for download from the Faculty of History’s website. 

This workshop may also be suitable for KS3. 

Timings 

00.00 – 02.15   Introduction 

02.15 – 05.00   Early History of the BBC 

05.00 – 06.00  Activity 1 Intro 

05.00 – 07.00   Post-activity explanation about BBC logos 

07.00 – 11.10   What was broadcast? Discussion of interwar BBC programming 

11.10 – 12.10   Activity 2 Intro 

12.10 – 13.50  Post-activity discussion 

13.50 – 15.08  Activity 3 – Broadcast interview with historical characters 
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Activity 1 – Designing a logo for the BBC 

Required materials: pencil, paper 

Duration: 5-10 minutes 

This is a hands-on activity asking students to design a logo for the BBC, thinking of the kinds 

of images that are associated with broadcasting in this period. The introductory slide (image 

provided below) includes a few pointers, including radio waves, a microphone and 

headphones, but students are also encouraged to think of animals or other things not 

mentioned in the workshop that could be associated with broadcasting.  

At the end of the activity, there is a short section where we look at the actual logos that were 

designed by the BBC, and students can compare and contrast their designs to the original 

images. 

The aim of this activity is for students to think about the kinds of images that people might 

have associated with radio in the 1920s. What might have people associated with the BBC? 

After a brief description of the activity, it is recommendable to pause the video, and 

teachers/parents may wish to run through the instructions again for clarity. The slide for this 

activity includes some visual prompts that teachers can discuss with students, including: 

• Devices used to listen to the radio 

• Sound waves 

• A map of the UK, symbolising the BBC’s national coverage 

• An early BBC studio 

• A radio transmitter 

• A picture representing the wind or the air 

The maximum recommended amount of time to spend on this activity is ten minutes.  
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Activity 2 – What made a good broadcast? 

Required materials: Activity 2 sheet + answer sheet, pen/pencil and paper 

Duration: 10 minutes 

In this activity, students will look at three primary sources offering advice for broadcasting on 

the radio. All three sources, and their associated questions, are provided in the activity sheet. 

Teachers can also consult a copy of the activity sheet with sample answers filled in. The task 

is to note down three pieces of advice mentioned by the sources, as well as two not 

mentioned by that the students think might be useful in preparing for a broadcast. There are 

more than three potential pieces of advice mentioned in the sources – students don’t 

necessarily need to mention one from each source! 

There is also a bonus question relating to Source 2, asking whether this makes any 

assumptions about the kind of person that we might expect to hear on the radio in the 

1920s. Teachers may choose to discuss this source in more detail, facilitating a discussion 

about gendered language and the assumption that people speaking in positions of authority 

(i.e. on the radio) should be male.  

The aim of this activity is to show students that radio was new and unusual to people at the 

time, and that there was a certain amount of experimentation involved in discovering the 

best ways to speak in front of a microphone. This activity will also help to prepare them for 

the final activity, during which they can put this advice to the practice.  

 

Activity 3 – Broadcast interview 

Required materials: Activity 3 sheet. 

Duration: 15-20 minutes 

For the final activity of the session, students are asked to make their own short broadcast, 

ideally lasting no longer than 2 or 3 minutes. The aim of the activity is for students to learn 

about the types of people that could be heard on the radio at this time, while stimulating 

their imagination and creativity by asking them to put themselves in the shoes of someone 

from the past. 

The broadcast will consist of an interview with an historical figure associated with the BBC. 

The sheet for Activity 3 includes brief descriptions of seven personalities who appeared on 

the BBC between the early 1920s and the late 1930s. As the descriptions are very brief, 

students should be encouraged to use their imagination to fill in any gaps. The activity sheet 

also suggests some questions to help students get started, but teachers may want to discuss 

other potential questions in advance. 

The interviews can be done in pairs or in groups of three or four, with one student taking on 

the role of interviewer. After some ten minutes of planning and preparation, students should 

perform their brief broadcast for the rest of the class. 
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