
Activity 2 – Broadcasting Technique 

Source 1. This account is from a broadcaster, writing in 1929: 

 

Source 2. This is from an article in the BBC’s Handbook in 1928: 

 

Source 3. This is from a listener’s letter in 1933: 

 

 

 

 

 

Using these sources, list at least three pieces of advice that they give 
for making a good broadcast: 

1.   
2.   
3.   

Is there anything else, not mentioned here, that you think would be 
important for giving a talk on the radio? 

1.   
2.   

BONUS: Have a look again at Source 2. Does it make any assumptions about the type of person most likely to be speaking on the radio?  

I am convinced that being friendly and natural is the keynote of 
good broadcasting. Of course, it is not easy to be natural before 

the microphone, but I feel sure that with practice and 
determination you can be perfectly natural, but it takes time. A 
good tip is to think of one particular home or individual, and 
forget all about the rest: it is fatal to think of the millions of 

people who may be listening to you; it is wrong psychologically, 
and only leads to anxiety, which is just what you want to avoid.  

 

A wireless speaker should try to establish contact with his 
listeners and arouse their interest in his first sentence; he should 

deliberately set himself to stimulate thought by adopting a 
pointed and pungent style. He should imagine himself 

addressing not a vast multitude in a hall, but trying to convince 
a friend seated in an armchair about six feet away from him. 
The wireless listener is not a multitude but an individual… The 

essential requirement is the possession of an interesting 
personality faithfully represented by the voice. 

As a listener who uses his receiver for educational as well as for 
entertainment purposes, may I venture to make a suggestion? It 

is that the BBC should take measures to prevent a speaker’s 
manuscript being so long that it cannot possibly be satisfactorily 
read in the time allotted. Last week, a talk was delivered at such 
a speed that only the extraordinary listener could have had any 

chance of following it.  


