
Activity 1 - The Ordene de Chevalerie 
1.  Hue began to teach Saladin everything he needed to do: he had his hair and beard and 

face well prepared, then he made him enter a bath.  Then the King began to ask him 
what this bath signified.  Hue of Tabarie replied: “Sire, the bath signifies this: just as 
the child leaves the font free from sin when he is brought from baptism, Sire, so you 
should leave this bath without any wickedness, for knighthood should bathe in 
honesty, in courtesy, and in goodness, and be beloved of all people.” 
 
 

2.  Afterwards, he dressed him in a red robe.  “Hue, Saladin said straightaway, what does 
this robe signify?” Hue of Tabarie replied: “Sire, this robe reminds you that you 
should spill your blood in order to defend God and his holy law.” 

3.  Afterwards, he put on him fine hose [leg coverings] of black silk.  “Sire, he said, I give 
you this black hose so that you always have death in mind; that you came from the 
ground and that you will go back to the ground.  Remember this so that you do not 
fall into pride, because a knight should not be prideful.” 
 

4.  Hue attached a pair of spurs to his feet and then said to him: “Sire, these spurs mean 
that you should love God all your life, for all knights who love God deeply also serve 
God.” 

5.  Then Hue gave him a sword; Saladin asked him the significance of the blade.  “Sire, he 
said, this is to protect against the attack of the enemy.  The two edges of the blade 
mean that the knight should always possess both justice and loyalty, and protect the 
poor and the weak.” 

 

  

Each of these labels describes a stage of becoming a 
knight, according to the Ordene de Chevalerie.  Match 
each label to the correct passage of the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the text, each of these stages have a 
symbolic meaning.  Match each label to the correct 
passage of the text. 

 

Prepare your hair, beard, and 
face, and have a bath. 

 

Dress in red robe. 

 

Wear black silk hose. 

 

Wear a sword. 

 

Wear spurs. 

 

Avoid pride. 

 
Always love and serve God. 

 
Protect the poor and the weak. 

 
Be honest and free of wickedness. 

 
Defend God. 
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