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History Part II: Advanced Paper 26 [2022-23] 
 
Title of Course: 
Ireland and the Irish since the Famine 
 

Name / Email of Convenor: 

Niamh Gallagher < nag31@cam.ac.uk > 

 

 
 

Course Description: 

From the Famine to the Celtic Tiger, through democracy, independence, partition, and the Troubles, the 

history of modern Ireland is rich, tragic, and fascinating. Starting from some of the major 

historiographical controversies, this paper will introduce students to Irish history since the second half 
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of the nineteenth century in the aftermath of the Famine of 1845-52 until the peacemaking process in 

Northern Ireland and the development of a more secular and liberal Republic.  It will explore the rise of 

nationalism and unionism in their social context and in relation to other forms of political protest, 

including the campaign for suffrage and the rights of minority populations.  It examines patterns of 

resistance and cooperation, ranging from the development of political parties in the age of C.S. Parnell 

and Edward Carson to violent rural protest, and government strategies to contain and appease Ireland.  

Society changed dramatically across this period and the paper will consider themes including emigration 

and settlement, gender, religion and questions regarding the family, marriage and sexuality.  

 

Combining regional, national, and transnational approaches, this Specified Subject offers a unique 

opportunity to explore long-standing themes and problems, as well as the newest areas of research, in 

the history of ‘John Bull’s Other Island’.  It will give students a solid understanding of major aspects of 

modern Irish history whilst allowing them to craft their own path in the syllabus to explore topics and 

themes of most interest to them.  In all cases, students will wrestle with complex ideas, contested 

narratives and evolving debates to approach both ‘old’ and ‘new’ historiographical issues. 

 

Mode of Teaching: 

Start date October 2021 
 
Lecturers Dr Niamh Gallagher (convener). Guest lecturers will be invited. 
 
Examination 

● 3 questions to be answered in a 3-hour, undivided paper out of a total number of 18 questions. 
 
Sample topics 

Writing Irish history 

The Great Irish Famine 

The genesis of partition 

The Irish in Britain: culture and identity 

Marriage, divorce, and sexuality in Ireland before and after independence 

Censorship and its critics in the Irish Free State 

The First World War 
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The Irish in the British Empire 

Culture and literature from Parnell to the Revival 

The Northern Irish “Troubles” 

Women, sedition and the Irish Free State 

War, memory and forgetting, 1798 to the present 

The political thought of the Irish Revolution 

 
Sample exam questions 

1. ‘Laissez-faire attitudes among policymakers should be blamed for the scale of excess mortality 
during the Irish Famine.’  Discuss. 

 
2. Why were the Irish able to secure so many concessions and reforms from Westminster between 

1870 and 1921? 
 

3. How important was the cultural revival in changing the character of Irish nationalism? 
 

4. How can a gender history perspective assist our understanding of Ulster Unionism? 
 

5. ‘Duped and forced to fight in a war that wasn’t theirs’. How well does this explain Irish 
motivations to assist the British war effort during the First World War? 

 
6. Why were women so threatening to the moral code of community and nation? 

 
7. Was Ireland a colony or coloniser?  

 
8. ‘Death and scale of sacrifice do not determine significance’. Assess this view in relation to the 

history of war and memory. 
 

9. ‘The origins of the Home Rule crisis can be found in the original Norman Invasion’ 
[TOWNSHEND]. Was partition the inevitable outcome of an age-old question? 

 
10. To what extent can the origins of the Troubles explain the course of their descent? 

 
11. ‘Censorship in independent Ireland exerted its greatest impact on women’. Discuss. 

 
12. ‘The rhetoric of “the family” was a ruse for expressing power in nationally-significant ways’. 

Discuss. 
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