
1 

 

The Faculty Reading Lists for Part I papers are revised annually to a greater or lesser extent. In designing 

examinations, setters take into account both reading lists operative during a two-year period. 

 

HISTORICAL TRIPOS PART I 

 

PAPER 9: 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF BRITAIN, 1500-1750 

This bibliography offers a guide to some of the central themes of the economic, social and cultural 

history of Britain in the ‘early modern’ period. It is neither exhaustive nor exclusive, though the sections 

into which it is divided provide a fair reflection of the topics usually included in Part I examination 

papers. Further bibliographical guidance is offered in many of the works listed below. This document 

contains an overview of the paper, a list of general introductory works and surveys of the period, and a 

list of topics with recommended reading. Each student will address one topic per week in supervisions, 

for a total of eight topics. Supervisors will help students decide on which topics to pursue and how best 

to prepare them. Readings are chosen in discussion with the supervisor. 

Exam questions from past papers are a good guide to the ways in which topics can be approached and 

combined. These are available in the Seeley Library, most college libraries and on-line at: 

www.hist.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/cam-only/past-papers 

 

OVERVIEW 

This paper covers the social and economic history of Britain from the end of the middle ages until the 

beginnings of industrialization. Although there were many continuities, this was also a period of 

profound change. After decades of late medieval epidemics and low fertility, the population of England, 

Wales and Scotland doubled. This led to social problems such as inflation, increased unemployment 

and poverty because of higher prices, but at the same time increased demand led to more commercially 

oriented agriculture and manufacturing, as well as increased urbanization—spectacularly so in the case 

of London. As a result, tensions arose between communal unity and competition - for resources and for 

employment,. Opportunities for profit had a profound effect on the social order and led to the expansion 

of overseas trade and to colonization and slavery in the new world.  

This was also the period of the English Reformation, and conflicts over the nature and form of religious 

belief were bound up with two other great developments of the period: the spread of print culture and 

education based on printed books. Conflicts and social tensions created by economic and religious 

change also led to increasing legalisation of society to resolve conflict. This legal structure was 

organized around centralised authority, and this expansion marked the beginnings of the modern state. 

New scientific developments also contributed to the growing diversity of intellectual culture. But 

popular beliefs such as witchcraft survived, as did the power of inherited social status. Alongside 

striking differences from the 21st century, students will also notice some familiar issues, including 

social welfare, migration and gendered inequities, in the early modern period. 

This paper is taught in lectures and in seminars. Each seminar focuses on a series of short documents 

related to recent topics, enabling the discussion and illumination of critical themes and wider issues 

central to these topics. The seminars introduce students to contemporary texts of various kinds and help 

them to understand early modern assumptions and attitudes, and historians’ methods of analysis. The 

skills acquired in these classes are critical to the evaluation of evidence, which is central to supporting 

an argument in many fields of endeavour as well as historical research. 

Note that students planning to study both Paper 9 and Paper 10 may be prohibited from answering 

some questions on the Paper 9 examination because of potential overlap with material in Paper 10. 

READING LIST 

http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/cam-only/past-papers
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TOPICS 

1. Introductions, local studies and sources 

2. Hierarchies: social and gender structures 

3. Family, household and kin 

4. Reproduction: demographic and cultural  

5. Religion 

6. Rural society and agricultural change 

7. Urban society 

8. Education and literacy 

9. Consumption 

10. Production 

11. Trade and communications  

12. Making a living 

13. Poverty 

14. Atlantic world 

15. Credit and money  

16. Finance 

17. State formation 

18. Health, medicine and disease 

19. Custom, protest and riot 

20. Crime 

21. Science and the environment 

22. The Three Kingdoms and the world

 

Nota Bene: Works are listed not alphabetically but chronologically, in the order of their publication 

date. This order is designed to assist the student in understanding the development of 

historiographical thought over time. 

 

Works marked with an asterisk (*) are of particular relevance/importance. 

All periodicals are available electronically. All of the books are available in the Seeley library, some 

in college libraries, and many also electronically. Some of these are marked e after the entry, but this 

marking is erratic and its absence does not indicate that the publication is not available electronically.  

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

AgricHR Agricultural History Review 

C&C   Continuity and Change 

CSH   Cultural and Social History 

EcHR   Economic History Review 

EHR   English Historical Review 

G&H   Gender & History 

HJ   Historical Journal 

HR   Historical Research 

HWJ   History Workshop Journal 

JBS   Journal of British Studies 

JEconH  Journal of Economic History 

JFH   Journal of Family History 

JSH   Journal of Social History 

P&P   Past and Present 

SH   Social History 

SHM   Social History of Medicine 

TRHS Transactions of the Royal 

Historical Society 

 

ch/s  chapter/s 

ed/s  editor/s 

edn  edition 

esp  especially 

intro  introduction 

pt  part 

vol  volume 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

General works 

D.C. Coleman, The Economy of England, 1450-1750 (1980) 

R. Floud & D. McCloskey (eds), Economic History of Britain since 1700 (1981, 2nd edn 1994), vol. 1 

K. Wrightson, English Society 1580-1680 (1982) 

P. Laslett, The World We Have Lost (3rd edn 1983) 

*C.G.A. Clay, Economic Expansion and Social Change: England 1500-1700 (2 vols., 1984) 

J.A. Sharpe, Early Modern England: A Social History, 1550-1760 (1987) 

*E.A. Wrigley, Continuity, Chance and Change (1988)  

R.A. Houston & I.D. Whyte (eds), Scottish Society 1500-1800 (1989) 

M. MacCurtain & M. O'Dowd (eds), Women in Early Modern Ireland (1991) 

J. Rule, The Vital Century. England’s Developing Economy 1714-1815 (1992) 

J. Rule, Albion’s People: English Society 1714-1815 (1992) 

P. Hudson, The Industrial Revolution (1992) 

*I.D. Whyte, Scotland Before the Industrial Revolution (1995) 

D. Hay & N. Rogers, Eighteenth-century English Society: Shuttles and Swords (1997) 

S. Mendelson & P. Crawford, Women in Early Modern England (1998) 

*K. Wrightson, Earthly Necessities: Economic Lives in Early Modern Britain (2000) 

E.A. Wrigley, ‘The divergence of England: the growth of the English Economy in the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries’, TRHS 10 (2000) 

A. Pacheco (ed.), A Companion to Early Modern Women’s Writing (2002) e 

P. Sharpe, Population and Society in an East Devon Parish: Reproducing Colyton 1540-1840 (2002) 

C. Muldrew, ‘Economic and urban development of 17th-century Britain’, in B. Coward (ed.), 

Companion to Stuart Britain (2003) 

R. Floud & P. Johnson (eds), The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain, 3 vols (2004), vol. 

1: Industrialisation 1700-1860 (2004) 

M. O’Dowd, A History of Women in Ireland 1500-1800 (2005) 

E.A Wrigley, ‘The transition to an advanced organic economy: Half a millennium of English 

agriculture’, EcHR LIX (2006) 

*A.Capern, The Historical Study of Women: England 1500-1700 (2008) 

R.C. Allen, The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective (2009) 

K. Thomas, The Ends of Life: Roads to Fulfilment in Early Modern England (2009) 

S. Hindle, A. Shepard and J. Walter (eds), Remaking English Society (2013) 

M. Braddick & J. Innes (eds), Suffering and Happiness in England 1550-1850: Narratives and 

Representations (2017)  

K. Wrightson, A Social History of England, 1500-1750 (2017) 

 

Source collections 

Tudor Economic Documents, 3 vols, ed. R.H. Tawney & E. Power (1924) 

F.G. Emmison, Elizabethan Life: Disorder (1970) 

17th-Century Economic Documents, ed. J. Thirsk & J.P. Cooper (1972) 

A Lasting Relationship: Parents and Children over Three Centuries, comp. L. Pollock (1987) 

English Family Life, 1576-1716: An Anthology from Diaries, ed. R. Houlbrooke (1988) 

Women’s Worlds in Seventeenth-Century England: A Sourcebook, ed. Crawford & L. Gowing (2000) 
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Early Modern Witches: Witchcraft Cases in Contemporary Writing, ed. M. Gibson (2000) 

The Chronicles of John Cannon, Excise Officer and Writing Master, ed. J. Money (2009-2010 ), 2 v. 

 

Online sources:  

English Broadside Ballad Archive: http://ebba.english.ucsb.edu/ 

The Proceedings of the Old Bailey, London 1674 to 1834: http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/ 

London Lives 1690 to 1800: http://www.londonlives.org/ 

Travel writing of William Camden and Paul Hentzner (1590s), Celia Fiennes (1690s), Daniel Defoe 

(1720s), Charles Wesley (1730s): http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/ 

Diary of Ralph Josselin (Essex) 1643-83: http://linux02.lib.cam.ac.uk/earlscolne/diary/ 

Witches in Early Modern England (witching.org) 

Survey of Scottish Witchcraft (http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/Research/witches/) 

Transatlantic Slave Trade Database (slavevoyages.org) 

 

County/local studies 

T.G. Barnes, Somerset 1625-40 (1961) 

C.W. Chalklin, Seventeenth-Century Kent (1965) 

A. Everitt, The Community of Kent and the Great Rebellion (1966) 

R.B. Smith, Land and Politics in the England of Henry VIII: The West Riding of Yorkshire (1970) 

A. Hassell Smith, County and Court: Government and Politics in Norfolk, 1558-1603 (1974) 

D. G. Hey, An English Rural Community: Myddle under the Tudors and Stuarts (Shropshire) (1974) 

M.E. James, Family, Lineage and Civil Society (Durham) (1974) 

J.S. Morrill, Cheshire 1630-1660 (1974) 

M. Spufford, Contrasting Communities: English Villagers in the 16th and 17th Centuries (Cambs.) 

(1974) 

E.A.J. Hodgett, Tudor Lincolnshire (1975) 

S.J. Watts, From Border to Middle Shire. Northumberland 1586-1625 (1975) 

A.Fletcher, A County Community in Peace and War: Sussex 1600-1660 (1975) 

B.E.Blackwood, The Lancashire Gentry and the Great Rebellion (1978) 

K. Wrightson & D. Levine, Poverty and Piety in an English Village: Terling, 1525-1700 (Essex) 

(1979, but use 2nd edn, 1995) 

C. Holmes, Seventeenth-century Lincolnshire (1980) 

R. Gough, The History of Myddle, (Shropshire) ed. D. Hey (1981) 

W. Hunt, The Puritan Moment: The Coming of Revolution in an English County (Essex) (1983) 

P. Jenkins, The Making of a Ruling Class: The Glamorgan Gentry, 1640-1790 (1983) 

D. MacCullough, Suffolk under the Tudors (1985) 

J. Pound, Tudor and Stuart Norwich (1988) 

D. Levine & K. Wrightson, The Making of an Industrial Society, Whickham 1560-1765 (1991) 

D. Rollison, The Local Origins of Modern Society: Gloucestershire 1500-1800 (1992) 

M. Humphreys, The Crisis of Community: Montgomeryshire, 1680-1815 (1996) 

A. Wood, The Politics of Social Conflict: The Peak Country 1520-1770 (1999) 

P. Sharpe, Population and Society in an East Devon Parish: Reproducing Colyton 1540-1840 (2002) 

D. Newton and A. Pollard (eds), Newcastle and Gateshead before 1700 (2009) 

K. Wrightson, Ralph Tailor's Summer: A Scrivener, his City and the Plague (2011) 

 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.londonlives.org/
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/
http://linux02.lib.cam.ac.uk/earlscolne/diary/
http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/Research/witches/
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2. HIERARCHIES 
General/Introductory 

* K. Wrightson, ‘The social order in early modern England: three approaches’, in L. Bonfield, R. M. 

Smith & K. Wrightson (eds), The World We Have Gained (1986) 

* S. Amussen, An Ordered Society: Gender and Class in Early Modern England (1988) e 

* P. J. Corfield (ed.), Language, History and Class (1991), chs by Wrightson (2), Corfield (5) 

* S. Hindle, A. Shepard & J. Walter (eds), Remaking English Society (2013), chs by Tadmor, Fox, and 

Wood 

 

Social Groups and Social Relations 

P. Laslett, The World We Have Lost (1965, 1971, 1983), ch. 2: ‘A one class society’ 

M. James, ‘English politics and the concept of honour’, P&P supplement 3 (1978), reprinted in his 

Society, Politics and Culture (1986) e 

W. Prest (ed.), The Professions in Early Modern England (1987) 

A. Hassell Smith, ‘Labourers in late 16th-century England: a case study from north Norfolk’ [Parts 

I&II] C&C 4 (1989) 

E.P. Thompson, Customs in Common (1991), ch. 2 

D. Wahrman, ‘National society, communal culture: an argument about the recent historiography of 

18th-century Britain’, SH 17:1 (1992) 

J. Barry & C. Brooks (eds), The Middling Sort of People: Cuture, Society and Politics in England, 

1550-1800 (1994) 

F. Heal and C. Holmes, The Gentry in England and Wales 1500-1700 (1994) 

J. Smail, The Origins of Middle Class Culture: Halifax, Yorkshire, 1660-1780 (1994) 

R. Grassby, The Business Community of Seventeenth-Century England (1995), ch. 8 

M. Mascuch, ‘Social mobility and middling self-identity: the ethos of British autobiographers, 1600-

1750’, SH 20:1 (1995) 

J. Kent, ‘The rural “middling sort” in early modern England, c. 1640-1740’, RH 10:1 (1999) 

L. Gowing, ‘Ordering the body: illegitimacy and female authority in 17th-century England’, in M.J. 

Braddick & J. Walter (eds), Negotiating Power in Early Modern Society (2001) 

A. Wood, ‘“Poore men woll speke one daye”: plebeian languages of deference and defiance in 

England, c.1520-1640’, in T. Harris (ed.), The Politics of the Excluded, c.1500-1850 (2001) 

H. French & J. Barry (eds), Identity and Agency in England, 1500-1800 (2004), intro, chs 3, 5 

C. Marsh, ‘Order and place in England, 1580-1640: the view from the pew’, JBS, 44 (2005) 

T. Arkell, ‘Illuminations and distortions: Gregory King's scheme calculated for the year 1688 and the 

social structure of later Stuart England’, EcHR 59:1 (2006) 

A. Wood, ‘Fear, hatred and the hidden injuries of class in early modern England’, JSH, 39:3 (2006) 

H. French, The Middle Sort of People in Provincial England (2007) 

A. Shepard, ‘Poverty, labour and the language of social description in early modern England’, P& P 

201 (2008) 

P. Withington, Society in Early Modern England (2010), Intro and chs 4-5 

A. Shepard & J. Spicksley, ‘Worth, age and social status in early modern England’, EcHR 64:2 (2011) 

L. Gowing, ‘The manner of submission: gender and demeanour in 17th-century London’, CSH (2013) 

M. Hailwood, ‘”The honest tradesman’s honour”: Occupational and social identity in seventeenth-

century England’, TRHS (2014)  

A. Shepard, Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status and the Social Order in Early Modern England 

(2015) e 
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Varieties of patriarchy 

S. Shepherd, The Women’s Sharp Revenge: Five Women’s Pamphlets from the Renaissance (1985) 

M. Ezell, The Patriarch's Wife: Literay Evidence and the History of the Family (1987) 

E. Hobby, Virtue of Necessity: English Women’s Writing 1646-1688 (1988) 

D. Dugaw, Warrior Women and Popular Balladry 1650-1850 (1989), chs 1, 2, 5, 6 

L. Pollock, ‘Teach her to live in obedience: the making of women in the upper ranks of early modern 

England’, C&C 4 (1989) 

J.M. Bennett, ‘Misogyny, popular culture, and women’s work’, HWJ, 31 (1991) 

* J.M. Bennett, ‘Medieval women, modern women’, in D. Aers (ed.), Culture and History (1992) 

A. Vickery, ‘Golden age to separate spheres? A review of the categories and chronology of English 

women’s history’, HJ, 36 (1993)  

P. Crawford & S. Mendelson, ‘Sexual identities in early modern England: The marriage of two 

women in 1680’, G&H 7:3 (1995) 

L. Gowing, Domestic Dangers: Women, Words and Sex in Early Modern London (1996) 

G. Walker, ‘Expanding the boundaries of female honour in early modern England’, TRHS, 6 (1996) 

S. Mendelson & P. Crawford, Women in Early Modern England (1998) 

R.B. Shoemaker, Gender in English Society 1650-1850 (1998) 

P. Crawford, ‘“The poorest she”: women and citizenship in early modern England’, in M. Mendle 

(ed.), The Putney Debates of 1647 (2001) 

* L. Gowing, Common Bodies: Women, Touch and Power in 17th-Century England (2003), Intro. 

B. Capp, When Gossips Meet: Women, Family and Neighbourhood in Early Modern England (2003) 

A. Laurence, ‘Space, status and gender in English topographical paintings c. 1660-c. 1740’, 

Architectural History 46 (2003), 81-94  

W. Kolbrener & M. Michelson (eds) Mary Astell: Reason, Gender, Faith (2007) 

A. Flather, Gender and Space in Early Modern England (2007), Intro & chs 2, 4, 5 

J. Walter, ‘Faces in the crowd: Gender and age in the early modern English crowd’, in H. Berry & E. 

Foyster (eds) The Family in Early Modern England (2011) 

K. Harvey, ‘Love and order: William Gouge, Of Domesticall Duties (1622), in C. Cuttica & G. 

Mahlberg (eds), Patriarchal Moments: Reading Patriarchal Texts (2016) 

Masculinity 

K. Hodgkin, ‘Thomas Wythorne and the problem of mastery’, HWJ 29 (1990) 

A. Fletcher, ‘Men’s dilemma: the future of patriarchy in England, 1560-1660’, TRHS 4 (1994) 

S. Amussen, ‘The part of a Christian man: the cultural politics of manhood in early modern England’, 

in S. Amussen and M. Kishlansky (eds), Political Culture and Cultural Politics in Early 

Modern England (1995) 

E.A. Foyster, Manhood in Early Modern England: Honour, Sex and Marriage (1999) 

M. Roberts, ‘More prone to be idle and riotous than the English?’, in Roberts & S. Clarke (eds) 

Women and Gender in Early Modern Wales (2000) 

A. Shepard, Meanings of Manhood in Early Modern England (2003) 

*K. Harvey & A. Shepard essays in Special issue on masculinities, JBS 44:2 (2005) 

A. Shepard, ‘Student violence in early modern Cambridge’, in L. Brockliss & H. Montgomery (eds), 

Childhood and Violence in the Western Tradition (2010) 

T. Stretton, ‘Misogyny and male honour in the life of George Puttenham, Elizabethan 

“princepleaser”’ in K.Kippen & L. Woods (eds), Worth and Repute: Valuing Gender in 

Medieval and Early Modern Europe (2012)  

K.T Paul, ‘Credit, reputation and masculinity in British urban commerce: Edinburgh c. 1710-1770’, 

EcHR 66:1 (2013)  
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3. FAMILY AND HOUSEHOLD 
General/Introductory 

*M. Anderson, Approaches to the History of the Western Family 1500-1914 (1980) 

R. Houlbrooke, The English Family 1450-1700 (1984) 

*N. Tadmor, ‘The concept of the household-family in eighteenth-century England’, P&P, 151 (1996) 

*K. Wrightson, ‘Mutualities and obligations: changing social relationships in early modern England’, 

Proceedings of the British Academy 139 (2006) 

Household Structure and Kinship 

P. Laslett and R. Wall (eds), Household and Family in Past Time (1972, online 2009), chs 4-5 

M. Chaytor, ‘Household and kinship’, HWJ (1980) 

N. Goose, ‘Household size and structure in early-Stuart Cambridge’, SH 5/3 (1980) 

D. Levine (ed.), Proletarianization and Family History (1984), chs 2-3 

K. Wrightson & D. Levine, Poverty and Piety in an English Village: Terling, 1525-1700 (1995), chs 3-4, 

Postscript 

M. Spufford & M. Takahashi, ‘Families, will witnesses, and economic structure in the Fens and on the 

Chalk: sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Willingham and Chippenham’, Albion 28 (1996) 

N. Tadmor, Family and Friends in 18th-century England  (2000), chs 4-5 

C. Tait, ‘Spiritual bonds, social bonds: baptism and godparenthood in Ireland, 1530-1690’, CSH 2:3 

(2005) 

N.Tadmor & R.M. Smith (eds), Special Issue on Kinship in Britain and beyond, C&C 25 (2010)  

Parents and Children 

L. Pollock, Forgotten Children: Parent-Child Relations from 1500-1900 (1983) 

K. Thomas, ‘Childhood in early modern England’, in G. Avery and J. Briggs (eds), Children and 

Their Books (1989) 

I.K. Ben-Amos, Adolescence and Youth in Early Modern England (1994), ch. 2 

P. Griffiths, Youth and Authority: Formative Experiences in England 1560-1640 (1996) 

H. Cunningham, Children and Childhood in Western Society since 1500 (1995) 

I.K. Ben-Amos, ‘Reciprocal bonding: parents and their offspring in early modern England, JFH 25 

(2000) 

E. Foyster, ‘Parenting was for life, not just for childhood’, History, 86:283 (2001) 

P. Crawford, Parents of Poor Children in England 1580-1800 (2010) 

A. Shepard, ‘Brokering fatherhood: illegitimacy and paternal rights and responsibilities’, in S. Hindle, 

A. Shepard & P. Withington (eds), Remaking English Society (2013) 

J. Nugent & E. Ewan (eds), Children and Youth in Premodern Scotland (2015), chs 2, 4, 7, 8 

 

Marriage and the Formation of Households 

A. Macfarlane, The Family Life of Ralph Josselin (1970) 

L. Stone, The Family, Sex and Marriage in England, 1500-1800 (1977) 

A. Macfarlane, The Origins of English Individualism: the Family (1978) 

K.M. Davies, ‘Continuity and change in literary advice on marriage’, in R. B. Outhwaite (ed.), 

Marriage and Society (1981) 

M. MacDonald, Mystical Bedlam (1981), ch. 3 on ‘Stress, anxiety and family life’ 

D. Levine, ‘Industrialization and the proletarian family’, P&P, 107 (1985) 

A. Macfarlane, Marriage and Love in England (1986) 

R.B. Outhwaite, ‘Marriage as business’ in N.McKendrick and R.B.Outhwaite (eds), Business Life and 

Public Policy (1986)  
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J.A. Sharpe, ‘Plebeian marriage in Stuart England: some evidence from popular literature’, TRHS 36 

(1986) 

A. Macfarlane, Marriage and Love in England: Modes of Reproduction 1300-1840 (1986) 

M. Ingram, Church Courts, Sex and Marriage in England, 1570-1640 (1988) 

A.L. Erickson, Women and Property in Early Modern England (1993), Part III 

E.J. Carlson, Marriage and the English Reformation (1994) 

R.B. Outhwaite, Clandestine Marriage in England, 1500-1850 (1995) 

*M. Hunt, The Middling Sort: Commerce, Gender and the Family, 1680-1780 (1996) 

*D. Cressy, Birth, Marriage and Death: Ritual, Religion and the Life-Cycle in Tudor and Stuart 

England (1997) 

L.A. Pollock, ‘Rethinking patriarchy and the family in 17th-century England’, JFH 23:1 (1998) 

B.J. Todd, ‘”To be some body”: married women and The Hardships of the English Laws’, in H.L. 

Smith (ed.), Women Writers and the Early Modern British Political Tradition (1998) e 

*D. O’Hara, Courtship and Constraint: Rethinking the Making of Marriage in Tudor England (2000) 

R. Grassby, Kinship and Capitalism: Marriage, Family, and Business in the English-Speaking World, 

1580-1740 (2001) 

A. Wall, ‘Deference and defiance in women’s letters of the Thynne family: rhetoric and 

relationships’, in J. Daybell (ed.), Early Modern Women’s Letter Writing 1450-1700 (2001) 

L. Gowing, ‘The haunting of Susan Lay: servants and mistresses in 17th-century England’, G&H 14 

(2002) 

P. Crawford, Blood, Bodies and Families in Early Modern England (2004) e 

M. Hartman, The Household and the Making of History (2004), Intro and chs 1, 7 

C. Frances, 'Making marriages in early modern England', and J. Whittle, 'Hired work as a means of 

accumulating wealth and skills before marriage', in M. Agren & A. L. Erickson (eds), The 

Marital Economy in Scandinavia and Britain 1400-1900 (2005) 

E. Foyster, Marital Violence: An English Family History, 1660-1857 (2005) 

E. Ewan & J. Nugent (eds), Finding the Family in Medieval and Early Modern Scotland (2008), Pt II 

N. Korda, ‘Coverture and its discontents: Legal fictions on and off the early modern English stage’, in 

T. Stretton & K. Kesselring (eds), Married Women and the Law in England and the Common 

Law World (2013) e 

Widowhood/Divorce/Remarriage 

B.J. Todd, ‘The remarrying widow: a stereotype reconsidered’, in M. Prior (ed.), Women in English 

Society 1500-1800 (1985) 

J. Boulton, ‘London widowhood revisited: the decline of female remarriage in the 17th and early 18th 

centuries’, C&C 5 (1990) [see also B.J. Todd’s reply in C&C 9 (1994)] 

L. Leneman, Alienated Affections: The Scottish Experience of Divorce and Separation, 1684-1830 

(1998) 

*S. Cavallo & L. Warner (eds), Widowhood in Medieval and Early Modern Europe (1999), chs 1, 3, 

5, 7, 9, 12 

M. Pelling, ‘Who most needs to marry? Aging and inequality among women and men in early modern 

Norwich’, in L. Botelho & P. Thane (eds), Women and Ageing in British Society since 1500 

(2001) 

J. Bailey, Unquiet Lives: Marriage and Marriage Breakdown in England, 1660-1800 (2003) 

R. Wall, ‘Widows and unmarried women as taxpayers in England before 1800’, JFH 12:4 (2007) 

T. Stretton, ‘Marriage, separation and the common law in England, 1540–1660’, in H. Berry & E. 

Foyster (eds), The Family in Early Modern England (2011) 
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4. REPRODUCTION 

Introduction to Population Change 

M.W. Flinn (ed.), Scottish Population History (1977) 

K. Wrightson & D. Levine, Poverty and Piety in an English Village: Terling, 1525-1700 (1979, 2nd 

edn 1995), chs 2-3 

*E.A. Wrigley & R. S. Schofield, Population History of England 1541-1871 (1981), chs 6-8, 10-11 

M.W. Flinn, ‘The population history of England, 1541-1871’, EcHR 35:3 (1982) 

R.A. Houston, The Population History of Britain and Ireland 1540-1750 (1992) 

E.A. Wrigley et al, English Population History from Family Reconstitution (1997) 

*J. Hatcher, ‘Understanding the population history of England 1450-1750’, P&P 180 (2003) 

*A. Hinde, England’s Population: A History since the Domesday Survey (2003), Pt II 

E.A. Wrigley, Poverty, Progress and Population (2004) 

Methodology 

R.S. Schofield, ‘“Through a glass darkly: the population history of England as an experiment in 

history’, Journal of Interdisciplinary History (1985) 

E.A. Wrigley, ‘How reliable is our knowledge of the demographic characteristics of the English 

population in the early modern period?’, HJ 40 (1997), pp. 571-95 

S. Ruggles, ‘The limitations of English family reconstitution’, C&C 14:1 (1999) 

Fertility 

E.A. Wrigley, ‘Family limitation in pre-industrial England’, EcHR 19:1 (1966) 

P. Laslett (ed.), Bastardy and its Comparative History (1980), chs 2-6 

E.A. Wrigley, ‘Marriage fertility and population growth in eighteenth-century England’, in R.B. 

Outhwaite (ed.), Marriage and Society (1981) 

*R.M. Smith, ‘Fertility, economy and household formation’, Population & Development Review 7 

(1981) 

A. McLaren, Reproductive Rituals: The Perception of Fertility in England from the Sixteenth Century 

to the Nineteenth Century (1984), ch. 1 

*D. Wier, ‘Rather never than late: celibacy and age at marriage in English cohort fertility’, JFH 9:4 
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reprinted in his collected essays, Religion and Culture in Germany, ed. L. Roper (2001) 

R. Hutton, The Rise and Fall of Merry England (1994) 

*T. Harris (ed.), Popular Culture in England, 1500-1850 (1995), esp. ch. 1 
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